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The credibility of the COV mechanism rests, to a large measure, on the selection of credible, independent experts who are able to provide balanced and impartial assessments to NSF. Prior to sending out the letters of invitation to serve on the Education and Diversity COV, the GEO Education team, EHR, and the AC/GEO Chair were consulted regarding potential COV candidates.

The committee represented a broad segment of the disciplines consistent with the scope of activities for which GEO’s education and diversity programs have oversight responsibilities. The Committee contained expertise in education, evaluation and assessment as well as in the atmospheric, earth and ocean sciences. The committee was diverse, composed of five women and six men, two African-Americans, two Hispanics/Latinos, and a Native American. In addition, the committee is composed of representatives from another Federal agency education effort, educational experts from a museum and a professional society, and a mix of undergraduate, research, small and large colleges and universities. Four EPSCoR states are represented. Three members (25%) had not applied to any of the programs under review within the last five years. Only one member of the eleven-member panel serves on an NSF advisory committee. Dr. Cheryl Peach, who chaired the COV, is a member of the Advisory Committee for Geosciences.

There were no identified disqualifying conflicts of interest with any member of this COV.

Panel members present for the meeting were:

Dr. Cheryl Peach – Scripps Institution of Oceanography (Chair)

Dr. Jean Andino – University of Florida

Dr. Thor Hansen – Western Washington University

Dr. Michael Howell – University of Southern Florida

Dr. Paula Keener-Chavis – NOAA-Education Council

Dr. Rosamond Kinzler – American Museum of Natural History

Dr. David Mogk – Montana State University

Dr. Michael Smith – American Geological Institute

Mr. Alan Trujillo – Palomar College

Dr. Judith Vergun – University of Hawaii

Dr. Keith Wheeler – Concord Consortium

